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Sex and sexuality - a taboo subject for
development?

Sexuality is part of our every day lives, but in strong contrast
to its importance for our wellbeing and pleasure, sex is rarely
addressed in international development. As the first issue of
Volume 52 on culture and identity, Development takes the
bold move to look at sexuality. The issue seeks to uncover
the impacts of development on sexuality and to move
towards a mare constructive engagement.

The articles originate from a workshop held in 2008 at the
Institute of Development Studies in Brighton, UK entitled
‘Sexuality and the Development Industry’. The articles
feature the major trends in sexual rights and the political
advocacy work of ‘SexPolitics’. Under the umbrella of
human rights, sexual rights the articles discuss the right of all
persons to sexual fulfilment and to freedom from coercion,
discrimination and violence around sexuality, whatever their
sexual orientation or sexual identity. Articles from authors
around the world take up issues such as heteronormativity,
lesbian gay bisexual and trans (LGBT) rights, sex work, male
vulnerability, funding and sexual rights.

In examining sexuality, the issue argues for a greater
awareness of the way in which highly conservative and
restrictive social norms work around sexuality, depriving
some people of fundamental rights and freedoms, and all
of us from the possibility of a humane society. The issue
makes visible the many different forms of sexual identity
and cultural practices around sexuality, presenting sex as a
source of positive expression of self and community rather
than as a dangerous and taboo topic for development.

Sign up for e-Alerts

You can see what has JUST been published by registering for
our e-alerts service. We will send you the very latest table of
contents of the journal by e-mail, as soon as it is available.

This service is free, so for easy registration, go to:
www.sidint.org/development and and click on
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« Editorial. SexPolitics and Rights in Development, Wendy Harcourt
* Guest Editorial. Sexuality and the Development Industry, Andrea Cornwall and Susie jolly
* How the Development Industry Imagines Sex Work, Meena Seshu and

Nandinee Bandhopadhyay in conversation with Cheryl Overs

* Changing Narratives of Sexuality, Charmaine Pereira

* Monster, Womb, MSM: The work of sex in international development, Andil Gosine

« Governing Intimacy, Struggling for Sexual Rights: Challenging heteronormativity in
the global development industry, Amy Lind

* Taming of the Shrewd Meyeli Chhele: A political economy of development's sexual
subject, Akshay Khanna

* Reflections on the Construction of Heteronormativity, faya Sharma

¢ Feminists Reclaiming Creativity, Unity, Numbers and Time, Nadine

« Sexuality and Sexual Rights in Muslim Societies, Liz Amado

* Approaches to Sexuality in a Multilateral Fund in Nicaragua, Camilo Antillon Najlis

* Researching South African Youth, Gender and Sexuality Within the Context of HIV/
AIDS, Deevia Bhana and Rob Pattman

* Contemporary Travesti Encounters With Gender and Sexuality in Latin America,
Giuseppe Campuzano

* Heteronormativity and HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa, Andy Seale

* Women Who have Sex with Women in the Global HIV Pandemic, Karin Lenke and
Mathilda Piehl

* Promoting Safer Sex Through Pleasure: Lessons from 15 countries, Wendy Knerr
and Anne Philpott
* My Fake Wedding: Stirring up the tongzhi movement in China, Xiaopei He

« Saying No to Forced Early Retirement from Sex: Time to broaden the scope of
HIV-prevention in Kenya, Nelson Juma Otwoma, Nancy Adhiambo Opiyo and
Cephas Kojwang

* Same-sex Sexuality and Diversity Employment Policies in UK-based International
Development Agencies, Carolyn Williams

* Promoting Sexual Empowerment in Community-based Programmes, Lucille C. Atkin,
Melissa Smith and jane Maxwell

Cives a selection of the civil society groups warking on
sexuality as a positive dimension of development

Describes five new publications on sexual rights and gender
Lists some of the latest publications on sexuality and development

Gives contact details of contributors

Sexuality and the Development Industry
Provides links to the web report, podcasts of speeches and interviews from the
IDS Warkshop held in Brighton April 2008
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